
Teaching in English: 
key concepts and strategies

Section I



The importance of English in the postmodern, interconnected world

English: number of speakers

Top languages of the world
Language approximate # of speakers

1. Mandarin Chinese NATIVE: 873 million 2nd: 178 million TOTAL: 1.051 billion

2. Hindi NATIVE: 370 million 2nd:120 million TOTAL: 490 million
3. Spanish NATIVE: 350 million 2nd: 70 million TOTAL: 420 million
4. English NATIVE: 340 million TOTAL: 510 million

Latest research from the British Council predicts that the number of people actively learning
English around the world is set to exceed 1.9bn by 2020.
It is estimated that there are currently over 1 billion people learning English worldwide and this
will double in a little over five years.
According to the British Council's research, there are approximately 750 million speakers of 
English as a foreign language (EFL) and 375 million speakers of English as a second language (ESL).





American vs British English:

1) Are they so different?
2) Which is better for science and technology?
3) And for education?



Cambridge, Trinity, TOEFL….



BE – Business English
EAL – English as an additional language
EAP – English for academic purposes
EFL – English as a foreign language
EIL – English as an international language (see main article at International English)
ELF – English as a lingua franca, a common language that is not the mother tongue of any of the participants in a 
discussion
ELL – English language learner
ELT – English language teaching
ESL – English as a second language
ESOL – English for speakers of other languages
ESP – English for specific purposes, or English for special purposes (e.g. technical English, scientific English, 
English for medical professionals, English for waiters)
EST – English for science and technology (e.g. technical English, scientific English)
TEFL – Teaching English as a foreign language. This link is to a page about a subset of TEFL, namely travel-teaching
More generally, see the discussion in Terminology and types
TESL – Teaching English as a second language
TESOL – Teaching English to speakers of other languages, or Teaching English as a second or other language
Also the short name for TESOL International Association
TYLE – Teaching Young Learners English. Note that "Young Learners" can mean under 18, or much younger









ACCURACY

Accuracy refers to how correct learners' use of the language system is, including
their use of grammar, pronunciation and vocabulary. Accuracy is often compared
to fluency when we talk about a learner's level of speaking or writing.
Example:
A learner might be fluent (can make their meaning clear) but not accurate (can
make a lot of mistakes).

In the classroom
Language manipulation activities can help develop accuracy. These include
controlled practice, drills, the study and application of grammar rules, and 
activities that help students to 'notice' their own mistakes.



FLUENCY

Fluency is defined as being able to speak and write quickly or easily in a given
language. It comes from the Latin word fluentem meaning “to flow.”

FOCUS ON COMMUNICATION 



EMOTIONAL ASPECTS



EMOTIONAL ASPECTS

TYPICAL BARRIERS IN COMMUNICATION

1. PHYSICAL
2. PSYCHOLOGICAL
3. LANGUAGE/SEMANTIC
4. CROSS-CULTURAL



CULTURAL ASPECTS



KEY ASPECTS TO BE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT IN TEACHING ENGLISH

GRAMMATICAL ASPECTS:

MOST COMMON MISTAKES:

EXAMPLE 1

EXAMPLE 2

EXAMPLE 3

https://www.engvid.com/english-resource/50-common-grammar-mistakes-in-english/
https://www.oxford-royale.co.uk/articles/15-common-grammar-gripes-avoid.html
http://authority.pub/common-grammar-mistakes/


KEY ASPECTS TO BE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT IN TEACHING ENGLISH

GRAMMATICAL ASPECTS:

MOST COMMON ACADEMIC ENGLISH MISTAKES:

EXAMPLE 1

EXAMPLE 2

EXAMPLE 3

https://undergrad.stanford.edu/tutoring-support/hume-center/resources/student-resources/grammar-resources-writers/top-twenty-errors-undergraduate-writing
https://www.scribendi.com/advice/the_10_most_common_esl_mistakes.en.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mZQgd2sPxpk


KEY ASPECTS TO BE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT IN TEACHING ENGLISH

PRONUNCIATION ASPECTS

MOST COMMON MISTAKES

EXAMPLE 

https://www.talktocanada.com/blog/100-speaking-mistakes-youre-most-likely-making-as-an-english-as-a-second-language-speaker/


Sections II/III



Academic English: oral and written
First of all, these aspects must be taken into account:

How does my own topic area affect the language use?
What kind of audience am I writing for?
What is the purpose of writing? 
How do the audience, topic and purpose of writing together affect my use of the language?

Regardless of the topic area, audience, and purpose, certain general guidelines can be provided as a starting point: 
use formal words and structures (do NOT use shortened verb forms or negatives such as I’m, don’t, etc.)
do not over-emphasize your own person or that of someone else (impersonality, objectivity passive voice, impersonal 
structures, etc.)
be cautious when dealing with issues not necessarily accepted by everyone (modal auxiliaries such as 
may/might/should; adverbs and adjectives such as potential, perhaps, possibly, likely, etc.)
use the professional terminology of your field, but avoid saying things in an overly complicated manner. Technical 
terminology will help you discuss matters in more detail (e.g. ‘digit’ vs. ‘number’), but it may also obscure the message 
when used in the wrong context (e.g. ‘feline olfactory organ’ vs. ‘cat’s nose’)
keep in mind your intended audience and its expectations
In sum: the style of your writing should be uniform and consistent and the language (in terms of vocabulary and 
structure) should be appropriate for the context.



Academic English: oral and written
Formality
this piece of writing the present study (=this study)
my essay’ll make it clear the present paper will clarify

• Impersonality
Many of my friends and colleagues say that… It is commonly said that… 
I, you, my friend Dave the present study/author, one, Professor Robertson/Robertson (1992)

• Precision
pets like cats, dogs, etc. pets, such as cats and dogs, 
around half of the groupapproximately 53% of the group

• Caution
Our study proves that This study shows that
I’m sure this is so. There is reason to believe that this is so.
We really couldn’t make anything of the results. There were difficulties in analyzing the results.

• Lack of emotion (an objective, unemotional stance)
I think that this idea sucks. This idea may not be accurate.
In my opinion this is a wonderful topic. This topic is worth investigating because….



Academic English: oral and written

Glossary 1

Glossary 2

Glossary 3

glossary1.pdf
Glossary 2.pdf
http://www.uefap.com/bgnd/glossary.htm


Academic English: oral and written

Educational value of podcasts

Educational value of iTunes U

Endnote

OneChecker

https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B5Sju9aeFZ8AZll3ZXFhNFh0UzQ/edit
http://www.macworld.com/article/1163267/education/get-smarter-with-itunes-u.html
http://endnote.com/product-details
http://www.1checker.com/Products/DownLoad/?product=Mac


Practical Workshop



1. Introduce yourself:
1. Who are you?
2. Which is your area of teaching and research?
3. What are you going to teach?
4. How many classes a week?
5. How are you going to teach the subject? Theory, practise, both?
6. The evaluation is going to be based on…
7. Office hours and email policies



2. Correct a student’s opinion.

You need to be clear about the mistake, but polite and make sure the student 
understands you’re just trying to help him.

3. Give a positive feedback.

Why was the essay/exam/opinion so positive?
Has the student improved?

4. A student has failed an exam. Why? What should he do to pass the next test?

5. Explain any concept from your area of expertise. Try to adapt your vocabulary and 
explanations to the freshman level.
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